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General comments/instructions/information 

 

• These examples assume you are running Eclipse and that the SVN plugin is installed. 

• Replace stud.dent with your Vanderplex username wherever it occurs. 

• The examples use sample project/directory names and URLs.  Change them as necessary. 

• SVN uses your Vanderplex username and password.  These are: 

o Username: firstname.lastname (e.g. stu.dent) 

o Password: your student number (e.g. 000123456) 

• The first time you are asked for your username and password, check the box next to 

“Save Password”.  Otherwise you will have to enter these repeatedly.
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• Your SVN directory is https://svn.hope.edu/CSCI/students/ ______________________ 

• Your CSCI235-related content is at  

                      https://svn.hope.edu/CSCI/students/ 

_______________________/CSCI235 

• The SVN directory with CSCI235-related content is https://svn.hope.edu/CSCI/cusack/ 

 

 

1. Setting up Eclipse for our lab/classroom 

You should only need to complete the instructions in this section once in the classroom and once 

in the lab.  You may also do this if you choose to work on your own computer. 

1. Create a directory for your Eclipse projects 

a. In the classroom: 

i. Get a tablet PC and write down the number:_________ (Use the same one every 

time) 

ii. Create a directory in My Documents based on your name. 

iii. Create a subdirectory of that directory called CSCI235 (NO SPACES!). 

b. In the lab: 

i. Create a directory in called CSCI235 (NO SPACES!) on the H: drive. 

2. Start Eclipse. 

3. Click File����Switch Workspace����Other… 

4. Click the Browse button and browse to your CSCI235 directory. 

5. Follow the instructions in sections 3-6 below to copy and checkout the Blank Picture 

project from the CSCI235-related SVN directory. 

6. The next time you work in the lab, repeat steps 1-4 above.  Then checkout the appropriate 

project(s) from your SVN repository. 

Note:  If after a few weeks you end up with directories called CSCI235(1), CSCI235(2), etc., 

you are doing something wrong and you should talk with your instructor to get a better 

                                                 
1
 When working in the classroom, make sure you log off at the end of class.  This will cause your username and 

password to be erased so the next person using the computer won’t be using your credentials. 
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understanding of how to use SVN. 

 

2. Changing Perspectives  

The most common perspectives you will need to switch to are SVN Repository and Java 

(which might be listed as Java (default)). 

 

1. Look in the upper-right corner of the Eclipse window 

(see picture) for the perspective you want. 

a. If it is there, click it. 

b. Otherwise 

i. Click Window�Open Perspective�Other…  

ii. Select the desired perspective and click OK. 

iii. You will be switched to the perspective and the next time it will probably be 

listed in the upper-right corner of Eclipse. 

 

 

3. Adding a new repository location 

Adding a new repository location doesn’t create a new folder.  It gives you access to one that is 

already there.  Think of it like adding a bookmark to your favorite websites.   

 

To add the remote folder https://svn.hope.edu/CSCI/students/stu.dent to your repository 

locations (which you should do): 

 

1. Switch to the SVN Repository Exploring perspective (See section 2 above).   

2. In the SVN Repositories tab, right-click on the background, New�Repository Location… 

3. In the Url: field enter https://svn.hope.edu/CSCI/students/stu.dent and click Finish. 

4. There should now be an entry in the SVN Repositories tab for this directory. 

 

You might want to repeat the above steps to also add the CSCI235-related repository 

(https://svn.hope.edu/CSCI/cusack). 

 

 

4. Creating a new folder in an SVN folder 

Here is how to create a new directory named CSCI235 (No spaces!) in the remote folder 

https://svn.hope.edu/CSCI/students/stu.dent: 

 

1. Switch to the SVN Repository Exploring Perspective if you are not in it. 

2. Right-click on the https://svn.hope.edu/CSCI/students/stu.dent folder in the SVN 

Repositories tab and select New�New remote folder. 

3. Type CSCI235 (No spaces!) in the Folder Name field and click Finish. 
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4. Expand https://svn.hope.edu/CSCI/students/stu.dent you should see the folder 

CSCI235. 
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5. Copying a project 

Here is how to copy the BlankPicture project from the https://svn.hope.edu/CSCI/S13CSCI235 

folder to the https://svn.hope.edu/CSCI/students/stu.dent/CSCI235 folder. 

 

1. Switch to the SVN Repository Exploring Perspective. 

2. If the folder https://svn.hope.edu/CSCI/cusack is not listed in the SVN Repositories tab, 

add it (see Section 3, but use this URL instead of the one listed there). 

3. Expand the https://svn.hope.edu/CSCI/cusack folder. 

4. Right-click on the BlankPicture directory and select Branch/Tag... 

5. In Copy to URL enter 

https://svn.hope.edu/CSCI/students/stu.dent/CSCI235/BlankPicture and click Finish. 

(If Finish is not enabled, click Next, Next again, and then Finish).  

6. Expand the https://svn.hope.edu/CSCI/students/stu.dent/CSCI235 folder.  

7. You should now see the BlankPicture folder under your CSCI235 folder.  

 

If you want to actually work on the project you will need to check it out.  See the next section for 

details on how to do that. 

 

 

6. Checking out a project 

Sometime you are working on a new computer and need to checkout a project that you have 

worked on from somewhere else (but have committed to SVN).  Or you may have copied a 

project from another repository and you want to work on it.  In either case, checkout a project as 

follows: 

 

1. Switch to the SVN Repository Exploring Perspective. 

2. Expand the https://svn.hope.edu/CSCI/students/stu.dent/CSCI235 folder and find the 

project you want to checkout (let’s assume it is BlankPicture). 

3. Right-click the BlankPicture folder and select Checkout... 

4. (Optional, and generally only when you have just copied a project) Change the Project 

Name to DentPicture (where you replace Dent with your last name). 

5. Click Finish (or maybe Next, Next, and Finish). 

6. Switch to the Java perspective to work on the project since you cannot edit your code in 

the SVN Repository Exploring Perspective. 
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7. Sharing a project 

If you create a new project and want to include it in your SVN repository, you need to share it.  

You only need to do this once for each project, and only for those you didn’t get from your 

repository in the first place.  To share a project to your CSCI235 folder on SVN, do the 

following. 

1. Switch to the Java perspective if necessary. 

2. Right-click on the project name in the Package Explorer and select Team����Share 

Project… 
3. Select SVN and click Next. 

4. Select https://svn.hope.edu/CSCI/students/stu.dent/CSCI235 and click Next. 

5. Leave the option Use project name as folder name checked and click Finish. 

6. Your code hasn’t been copied to the server yet.  Follow the directions below for 

Committing. 

8. Updating/Committing changes from/to the repository 

You will find it necessary to update and commit your code from time to time.  When you are 

done working or have reached important milestones (e.g. “I finally got it to run”) it is important 

to commit your code so the changes are saved to the repository.  If you work on more than one 

computer or more than one person is working on a project, updating is necessary so you have the 

most recent version of the code.  

 

These instructions assume you are in the Java perspective (see Section 2 for how to switch to it). 

 

Updating (Downloading changes from the repository to your computer) 

1. Right-click on the project name (e.g. BlankPicture) and select Team�Update to HEAD. 

Depending on how much has changed, it may update in under a second or as long as a 

few minutes.  Typically it will be a few seconds. 

 

Committing (Uploading changes from your computer to the repository)  

1. It is generally a good idea to update immediately before you commit.  This ensures that 

the latest version of the file on the server and your version will be properly merged.  To 

do so, right-click on the project name and select Team�Update to HEAD. 

2. Right-click on the project name and select Team�Commit… 

3. A window will pop up.  The top text box is used to specify what the changes you are 

about to commit are.  For instance, you might write “I documented the Ferzle class.” 

4. The bottom box is used to select which files to commit.  By default all of the files that 

have changed should be displayed and should be selected.  Sometimes you may want to 

deselect one or more files (e.g. if you are working with others on a project and one of 

your classes doesn’t compile, it’s usually a bad idea to commit that class).  Since files 

that weren’t changed don’t need to be committed, they won’t be listed. 

5. Once you have entered the appropriate comments and selected/deselected the desired 

files, click OK.  As with updating, this may take a few seconds or longer depending on 

how much you are committing. 


